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The Franklin County Board of Developmental Disabilities
(FCBDD) has received word from the Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities (DODD) that it will receive
accreditation for five years as a result of the recent review of
board programs and services conducted by DODD. That is
the longest accreditation period the state offers for county
boards.

A team of DODD surveyors visited FCBDD from January
28th through 30th. All board programs and services were
reviewed other than those which fall under the jurisdiction of
the Ohio Department of Education.

"We're thrilled to receive this positive recognition of the
quality of services provided," said FCBDD Superintendent Jed
Morison. "It is a great credit to our staff and their strong Tracey Crawford, Larry Macintosh, Karin Crabbe
commitment to their work."

I ncluded in DODD's review were FCBDDO6s role as a provi de
program, its role as a direct provider of Medicaid Waiver Services, Adult Services, and Transportation Services, and its
separate and independent role as Service Coordinator and Local Medicaid Administrative Authority for Waiver Services.

The new accreditation period will run from June 1st to May 31, 2019.

Project managers for the accreditation review were Tracey Crawford and Larry Macintosh of the Administrative and
Support Services Department and Karin Crabbe of Service Coordination.

A collaborative, mixed media painting by three Sunapple
Studio artists won the Best in Show honor at the Accessible
Expressions Ohio 2014 Art Exhibit on March 8th.
Sponsored by VSA Ohio, the State Organization on Arts and
Disability, the event took place at the Westerville
Community Center.

The painting, formally known as Beautiful Natural Life -
where everyone would like to be, was created by artists
Wendi Olszewski, Stephanie Spencer and Shawnda
Osswald.

Other works by Franklin County artists accepted for the
show were Comfortable Looking at Flowers by Stephanie
Spencer and Jill Davis, and Everything | Want Is Around Me
by Wendi Olszewski.

VSA Ohio inspires and encourages people with
disabilities to express themselves through the arts. Since
1996, the Accessible Expressions Art Exhibit has given
Front: Jill Davis; Back: Shawnda Osswald, Stephanie artists the opportunity to create, exhibit and sell their work.
Spencer, Wendi Olszewski. (Photo by Margo Crabtree.) The exhibit travels throughout Ohio through December.




Franklin County was well represented at the state's
annual DD Awareness and Advocacy kick-off held at
the Statehouse Atrium on March 4th. A large
contingent from the county attended and self-advocate
Christine Brown was one of eight speakers to address
the audience of over 400.

She called on state lawmakers to increase the
Medicaid Asset Limit, noting that the limit of $1,500 has
remained the same for forty years. The only Medicaid
recipients subject to this asset limit are those falling
under the aged, blind or disabled (ABD) program.

Other speakers at the kick-off included John
Martin, Director of the Department of Developmental
Disabilities, and Renee Ward of the Ohio
Developmental Disabilities Council.

Christine Brown receives congratulations from board
members Linda Craig and Dean Fadel following her
speech at the Statehouse.

The Ohio Association of County Boards (OACB) will
hold their Annual Spring Conference on May 22-23rd at
the Hilton Columbus at Polaris.

The first day of the conference will feature state and
national speakers on the topic of integrated employment
and service provision. The second day will consist of
traditional breakout sessions focusing on pursuing
integration.

For more information, please contact Ann Neu at
431-0616 or by e-mail at aneu@oachdd.org.
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In other OACB news, the association has contracted
with Dr. Terry Ryan, former Superintendent of the
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities, to
help coordinate the association's strategic direction on
issues related to community employment and waiver
settings.

Students at West Central and Northeast Schools
are learning how to use the iPad with Bluetooth and
adapted switches. Switch accessibility is a type of
assistive technology that enables people with physical
or cognitive disabilities to access an iPad. There are
a wide variety of switches as well as many different
ways to activate them. However, a switch cannot be
directly plugged into an iPad. In order to use a switch,
one must have switch interfaces, which bridge the
connection between the switch and the iPad.

The switch in use currently is the Bluetooth
cordless switch interface from RJ Cooper. It works
through Bluetooth settings on the iPad and has a
range of over 50 feet. This allows the user to use any
app on the iPad that is switch accessible.

Three options are built into the iPad and iPod
under accessibility. One can choose from using the

screen as a switch, using head movement or an external switch. Here, Ashley Marshall, a senior-level student in a
collaborative classroom at Central Crossing High School, is using her head switch connected to Bluetooth to scan

through songs in her music library. She then uses her hand to select the song she wants.
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Although the 2014
Winter Olympics were held
in Sochi, Russia, the
children attending FCBDD's
Early Childhood program
didn't have far to travel to
get in on the fun.

Classrooms at both the
Johnstown Road and Rudy
Road locations chose
countries for which to
compete and then spent a
week examining their
country's geography,
culture and agriculture.

They next staged an
opening ceremony which
included a parade of
countries passing through

Olympic arches. Olympic
events followed, including
bobsledding, skiing, ice

skating, the luge, downhill
sledding and hockey. All
those participating received
gold medals.

The overlap between
the Early Childhood games
and the televised Olympics
in Sochi reportedly resulted
in a surprising question by
one child to his mother.
"How did they know we
were having the Olympics
at our school?"

Lighting the Olympic flame at the opening ceremony.

The most important thing is
not winning but taking part.
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The parade of nations
included Mexico.

The cast of
including Eric Palmer (center).
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Four professional actors from Columbus Children's Theatre
brought the theater to life at Northeast School on March 7th. Their
performance of "Hansel and Gretel" captured the imaginations of students
and adults alike.

Audience members were encouraged to participate in the
performance by providing sound effects for scenes in the forest and at the
gingerbread house. One student, Eric Palmer, was chosen to participate
in the performance as a crumb-stealing bird. His performance was
delightful!

Members of the touring company gave Eric high praise.

Northeast School staff and students are looking forward to welcoming
Columbus Children's Theatre again.
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