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Timothy Shriver visits 
 Timothy Shriver, Chairman of International Special Olympics and strong 
advocate for people with intellectual disabilities, visited the Franklin County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities on September 24th. 
 

 His visit to the Board's early childhood education department preceded 
his presentation at Ohio Dominican University where he spoke of volunteer 
years at Camp Shriver, which his mother, Eunice Kennedy Shriver, 
established.  The camps inspired her to establish Special Olympics, a world-
wide sports and recreational program for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. 
 

 Upon entering the early childhood center, Tim was fully engaged with the 
children and spoke to staff about the importance of inclusive educational 
opportunities for children.  One student liked his tie so much, Tim took it off 
and tied it for the child to wear. 
 

 Tim's interest in early childhood education has family history, as it was 
his father, Sargent Shriver, who began the Head Start program in the United 
States.   After speaking to Rebecca Love, Director of ECE and Mattie James, 

Director of CDC Head Start about their partnership, Tim said he was 
impressed and excited to share their good work with others.  Sarah Gillilan 
arranged for the tour of the Center, which included a special video 
presentation of the early childhood programs. 
 

 Superintendent Jed Morison, former Director of Ohio Special Olympics 
and author of the "Special Olympics Event Director's Guide" for 
International Special Olympics, stated he reached out to Tim after he heard 
he would be in town.  Superintendent Morison knew Mr. and Mrs. Shriver 
and represented them at the first European and first Brazilian Special 
Olympics in the 70s and 80s. 

 

 About his visit, Tim said "I had a blast.  I hope I can come back in blue      
   jeans and sneakers and hang out." 

Timothy Shriver shares tie with Emory. 

Mattie James, Director of CDC Head Start (L) 
and Rebecca Love, Director of FCBDD Early 
Childhood Department share a laugh with Tim 
Shriver. 

Board approves Benchmark Plan 
 In their September meeting the Franklin County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities approved the 
"Benchmark Plan" required by the Ohio Department of 
Developmental Disabilities. 
 

 The plan was required to show how FCBDD adult 
programs and adult transportation will begin to phase out 
of providing direct services, consistent with direction from 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 
 

 CMS has said that Boards of Developmental 
Disabilities have until 2024 to meet the "Conflict Free 
Case Management" requirement, which mandates that 
organizations do not provide case management and 
direct home and community based Medicaid funded 
services.   
 

 As a part of its plan,  FCBDD must show how they 
will phase out of direct adult services by 2024 and by 

2020 only 30% of people served should be served by 
County Boards of Developmental Disabilities. 
 

 The Franklin County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities and the ARC Industries Board are expected 
to work together to develop additional plans on how to 
facilitate this transition. 
 

 Discussions with other counties and Franklin County 
Residential Services (FCRS) are anticipated.  FCRS 
privatized in 2003. 
 

 Superintendent Morison said "we are pleased to 
have a long transition period to make this as smooth as 
possible for everyone.  Our goal is continued stability in 
services and staffing." 
 

 For a copy of the approved benchmark plan, email 
dot.Yeager@fcbdd.org or marcy.samuel@fcbdd.org. 
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Jan Montgomery to retire 
 Jan Montgomery, Director of ARC Industries West, has announced her retirement 
to be effective at the end of 2015. 
  

 Jan began her service with the Board as the first Manager of Morse Road homes 
in 1988.  She then worked as a supervisor at ARC East and became Director of ARC 
West in January of 2000.  Prior to her work with FCBDD, Jan was a teacher at 
Columbus Developmental Center. 
 

 According to Superintendent Morison, "Jan has been terrific in every position she 
has held.  Her passion, creativity and commitment have resulted in outstanding 
leadership." 
 

 In addition to her day to day leadership and support to 300 individuals and their 
staff, Jan has been responsible for a number of initiatives. 
 

 Sunapple Studios has expanded and received national recognition under her 
leadership.  Jan has promoted Sunapple kitchens, including partnerships with local 
bakers and certification with a gluten-free license. 
 

 Most recently, Sunapple Studios has been featured at the Columbus Cultural Arts 
Center with an art installation titled "A Hero Within." 
 

 Jan's personal advocacy and support has been evident throughout her entire career.  There are many occasions 
where Jan has personally assisted those she serves 'above and beyond' her job as Workshop Director.  For the past 
several years Jan and fellow Director, Nan Burns, have co-coordinated an Advocacy Conference for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. 
 

 According to Marcy Samuel, Director of Program Operations, "Jan is one of the most creative people I know. She 
is a talented artist and brings that talent to Sunapple Studios at ARC West and the individuals served who love this 
work.  She is dedicated to people with developmental disabilities and challenges us to improve our services in new 
directions.  She will be missed." 
 

 

 About her retirement, Jan looks forward to supporting and spending more time with family, including her grandson.  
She also looks forward to volunteering for the Board. 
 

 Thank you to Jan Montgomery! 

Jan Montgomery 

Two long-time transportation staff retire 
 Karen Widmayer, Assistant Transportation Director since 1997 
retired at the end of October. 
 

 Karen came to the Board from Groveport Schools with 19 years of 
service, so retires with over 37 years of service in the transportation 
field. 
 

 According to Superintendent Jed Morison "Karen has been terrific 
all these years.  Her first priority has always been the safety of the 
riders and she has always been a big supporter of her staff." 
 

 About her good work, Karen says it 
would not have been possible without a 
wonderful team of staff to work with 
every day.  She has loved her job but 
now looks forward to more time with 
family, projects at home, gardening and 
travel. 
 

 Marcy Samuel, FCBDD Director of 
Program Operations said, "I have such 
great respect for Karen.  Transportation 
is a complex and important business 
and Karen has always been there 
offering great stability to this 
Department.  We will miss her."  
 

 Best wishes and thanks to  
Karen Widmayer! 

Karen Widmayer 

 Special thanks to Keith Gatwood, loyal 
mechanic with the FCBDD Transportation 
Department for 30 years.   
 

 Keith retired September 30, after many 
years of getting up at 3:00 a.m. to get to 
work for the first shift.   
 

 Thanks Keith for your excellent work , 
leading to safety of all the riders.  

Keith Gatwood 
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Certified Assistants enhance services 
 Certified Habilitation Assistants are 
providing a valuable service in FCBDD 
adult programs. 
 

 All of the Certified Assistants are 
graduates of the Columbus State 
Community College (CSCC) Habilita-
tion Assistant program, resulting in 
certification from the Ohio Department 
of Developmental Disabilities.  The 
Columbus State Community College 
program is one of few in the country 
that provides this type of educational 
opportunity for individuals who have 
developmental disabilities. 
 

 According to Adult Services 
Directors, the Assistants provide 
excellent services in a variety of ways.  
And, through their example, they show 
others the value of working hard to 
achieve their goal of working in this 
field. 
 

 Establishing this Certified Assist-
ant Program was a dream of Lenore 
Schneiderman, former Chair of the 
Mental Health, Developmental 
Disability and Chemical Dependency 
Technology at CSCC.  Together with 
the help of Marcy Samuel, FCBDD 
Director of Program Operations, and 
Jackie Teny-Miller of CSCC the 
program was established.  Jackie Teny
-Miller, former Director of ARC 
Industries West, coordinates the 
program for CSCC. 
 

 Congratulations to the Certified 
Program Assistants, who do so much 
to enhance the services provided to 
adults in Franklin County.  Their 
names, locations and when they 
began as Certified Program Assistants 
are listed below: 

Shon Gibbs, ARC North (10/12/2012) 
Jordan Dennen, ARC East (7/15/2009) 
Joy Gresham Brown, ARC East (7/7/2014) 
Isaiah Mullins, ARC East (6/22/2015) 
Marci Straughter, ARC East (6/22/2015) 
Christine Brown, ARC West (7/6/2010) 
Sherrod Patterson, ARC West (6/9/2014) 
Cathy Ticknor, ARC West (6/24/2013) 
Brian Zueful, ARC West (7/14/2008) 
Robin Hopkins, Hague LSC (11/12/2014) 
Avery Fowler, Bixby LSC (7/12/2010) 
Shirley Spivey, Bixby LSC (12/3/2013) 

From left to right: Isaiah Mullins, Marci Straughter, Joy Gresham Browne and  
Jordan Dennen from ARC East. 

Shirley Spivey (L) and Avery Fowler (R)  
from  Bixby LSC. 

Robin Hopkins, Hague LSC 

From left to right: Sherrod Patterson,  Cathy Ticknor, Brian Zueful, 
and Christine Brown from ARC West. 

Shon Gibbs, ARC North. 
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Community Star Awards 
 It was another wonderful event as 14 people and organizations were recognized at the 2015 Community Star 
Awards. 
 

 Special recognition was given to Michael F. Curtin, former President of the Columbus Dispatch.  Superintendent 
Jed Morison thanked Mike for his long standing support and behind the scenes advice and guidance.  "Mike has been 
a true friend during challenging and good times, helping our Board to maintain stability in services." 
 

 Marcus Thorpe, WCMH-TV4 Reporter, again served as the Master of Ceremonies and the Dave Powers Trio 
provided entertainment.  The evening included a special visit from "The Buck-I-Guy," (aka John Chubbs) who was 
recently inducted into the ESPN Fan Hall of Fame. 
 

 It was a perfect evening to hear 14 stories of extraordinary accomplishment.  Linda Fleming, Executive Assistant 
for the Board, did an outstanding job of coordinating the event. 

Brad Breedlove , Adult Services Staff and 
the óBuck I Guyô 

Marci Straughter 
Laura Billingham, Early Childhood Staff 

Wendi Olszewski, Mariann Brush, and 
Alexis. 

Renee Stein , President of the  Board 

James Turner, Jr.,  
Service Coordination Staff 

Lizzie Lusk, Youth Participant 

Bill Ryan,  
Transportation staff 

Renee Stein, Bertha Obayuwana, 
Provider Organization 


